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IN SENATE OF /IS^NJIEU) ,iSwM 

VftYARD COLLEGE Li::r:AR/ jAt^tiv so, isifi^'^^T YORK. ^A' 

CHARLES ELLIOTT PERKINS \ . -^lA^S V-^ ' 

*" COtUCTlOM MH. SHIELDS M^t^^^ ip^fX^/l^^^.^ ^ 

REPORT; " ' ' ^ 

CbmmftMw on i^'lofy 4^btr*y to wAom wot nfmtd tkt f^yvfihs Siertkay 
qf War to the rttoiuthn of the Senate <^ September ^90, 1860, direetinff Am to 
aseertmn the the Officers of the Ordnance Bureau^ and <^ the United * 

States moanied regmmts, as to (he relative efficiency of the REPEATiyff 
PISTOLS^ invented hy Samuel Colty and other inventors^ their adaptation to 
(he service, and the propriety <^ sahsHtutinff the most improved repealinff pistot 
for the eonmon dragoon pistol now in use, respectfully report 

That they have examined the documents submitted by the Secretary of 
War, and fmd that, in conformity with the request of the said resolution, 
t a board of United States ordnance oflScers were conrened at Washington 
City, by General Talcott, chief of the Ordnance Bureau, on the 13th oi 
1 November last, to " make trial of such repeating and other arms as might 
[ be presented for that purpose." Due notice of tne assemblinfr of the hoard 
■ and its object was given to all inventors of repealing pistols and other 
' arms, who were known to the Ordnance Bureau, and they were respect- 
fully invited to attend with samples of their arms. Inquiries were also 
I addressed to those officers who were supposed to be the most experienced 
in the use of repeating pistols, and their opinions collected as to the merits 
of such arms. Colt's, Leavitt's. Warner's, and Perry's were submitted 
for examination and fully tested, and the result of these enquiries and exper- 
iments has been to establish the superiority of Colt's rej)cating pistol over 
all others, and, with some slight alterations and improvements, its admira- 
ble adaptation to the dragon service. Those repeating arms first con- 
structed by Mr. Colt, were too complicated and easily deranged to be fit 
for rough service. Previous, however, to the year 1840, theyliad been so • 
much improved, that many highly experienced officers recommended their 
trial in the army and navy, believing them to be admirably adapted for 
such service. In the progress of improvement, complexity has yielded to 
simplicity, and delicacy to strength, as appears by the inspection returns 
of Major Thornton, a member oi the board of ordnance officers. He re- 
ports that only one pistol failed in the inspection trial out of the last two 
. thousand and eightj-two tested in 1850 ; and even this failure was attribu- 
ted to the imperfect metal of the particular arm. These improvements 
by Mr. Colt, in the construction of the repeating-arms, have encouraged 
the department to adopt them gradually into the service — first in the ran- 
ger troops employed in Mexico, and afterward in the mounted riflemen ; 
until at this time they have grown into general favor with the army and 
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oountry ; and there are nnmeroiis requisitioiis for them vpon the depart- 
ment, which the ffovemment has not the arms to supply. 
On the Texan frontier and on the several routes to Califoniia, the Indisn 

tribes are renewing their murderous warfare, and a general Indian war is 
likely to ensue, unless bodies of mounted men, efficiently equipped for 
sucfi service, are employed against them. Experience has proved that 
it is difficult to contend successfully against savages with the usual arms of 
mounted men — the ordinary dragoon pistol and Hall's carbine. Genera] 
Harney, who employed Colt's pistol successfully in Florida, says : "It is 
the only weapon with which we can hope ever to subdue those wild snd 
daring tribes, unless we can have at least three regiments of dragoons on 
the Texas frontier alone ;" and those officers who have recently returned 
from the frontier corroborate this statement by declaring, that a dragoon 
armed with Colt's repeating pistol and a musciuetoon, or perhaps Sharp's 
rifle, would be the most efficient and the most formidable for frontier ser- 
vice ; and particularly when encoont^ with the savages occur, as ihsy 
generally do, in prairies, defiles, and mountain gorges. The advantages 
ef repeating-arms in such encounters are incalculable. A few bold men, ' 
well skilled in the use of these weapons, can, under such circumstances, 
encounter and scatter almost any number of savages. 

The committee take occasion, in this connection, to refer to the report of 
Brevet Brigadier General Talcott, colonel of ordnance ; the report of the 
board of ordnance officers ; and to the abstract from the opinions of various 
experienced offideraof the army in relation to this subject — all of which ac- 
company this report, and testify to the efficiency and adaptation of Colt's 
repeating pistol to the service of mounted troops. The committee accord- 
ingly recommend thnt COLT'S repeating pistols be substituted, under the 
direction and in the discretion of the department, in lieu of the common 
dragoon pistol now in use in the service, and that a sufficient quantity be 
purchased, so far as the same can be done within the present regular ap- 
propriations, to supply such demands as may be made upon and allowed 
by the department. 



No. 1. . 

A tumnuay <^ th» rqxtrta tf thi boaird nf ofietn WMmti to emmimt various 
kindt of repeaHnff fin-^nnM^ and their odtigftaihn to ih$ wmbry nnrieB nf ihn 
CTmlM^ SUUm army, 

'^The board of ordnance officers, convened by order of Brigadier Gen- 
•era! George Talcott, colonel of ordnance, dated rfovember 6, 1850, for the 
purpose of making trial of such repeating, and other arms, as might be pre- 
sented for that purpose, in pursuance of the resolution gf the Senate, and 
directions of the Secretary of War, have the honor to report, that the fol- 
lowing pistols were presented, examined, and tried by them during their 
session at the Washington arsenal since the 13th instant, viz: 1st. Colt's, 
2d. Leavitt's ; 3d. Warner's; 4th. Perry's. That the first three are simi- 
lar in principle, viz: ^th a revolving cylinder, containing six chaives and 
one barrel ; the fourth is constructed on a different plan, the breech being 
hung upon trunnions upon which it revolves. * * . * * 

"From the opportunities of experimenting with Colt's pistol, and from 
its use in service, the inventor has been able to remedy defects and 
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Btrengthen weak parts ; and the mspection reports accompanying this, of 
euch pistols as were made during the past year, show that the material is 
of a better quality than that used in the previous manufacture of hia pistol ; 
and the trials made by this board are conclusive e\idence to their minds, 
tiiat, when made of really good materials, they are capable of meeting all 
reasonable demands of service. 

The common caTnlrj pistol is seldom successfiilly used in aotion ; but 
lor frontier or other sernce, where a small number of men are often ex- 
posed to the attack of a much stronger force, a pistol susceptible of 
repeating its discharge, would be of great efficiency ; and its advantages 
over the common dragoon pistol on such occasions, have been proved in sey* 
eral instances. 

" From the examination and trials which they have made of these anns, 
tbe board are <^ omnion that Colt's revoiviDg pistol is better adapted to the 
service of moimted troops ilian any other pistol oflfered to thai notioey and 
mB(f be advaatigeoiislj snbstituted for the present cavalrjinstol." 

^'BREVET COL. R. L. BAKER, 
«« MAJ. A. MORDECAT, 
« CUL. BENJ. HUGER, 
• « MAJ. W. A. THORNTON, 
« LIEUT. OOL. TALCOTT," 

Accompanying the above report is the journal of the hoard, and a detailed 
statement of the experiments made and the results obtained, from which the 
flowing abstract is made 

" Mr. Golt, by request of the board, fired his pistol to show the penetration 
of the balls vaa the number of times it could be fired without the revdnticn 
of the. cylinder being suspended by the clog^g of tiie caps, the slugging of 

the lead, or the collection of dirt on the base pin. 

The board directed that two of Colt's pistols be fired 2<M) times each, and 

that during the firing it be observed — 

" 1st. What number of times the cylinder may ba discharged before 
its revolution is suspended by the accumulation of the deposits from tbe 
smoke. 

2d. Whether the exploded caps ever remain in the cone recess so as to 
produce sny senoQs obsbnction. 

8rd. How many discbarges may be made before tiie bores become so find 

as to render it difficult to force in the balls by the lever. 

4th. Whether, in firing, any lead from the balls is thrown out at the 
joint between the barrel and cylinders. " 

To determine these points, Colt's holster pistol was fired twelve hundred 
times, and his belt pistol fifteen hundred times, cleaning but once a day, 
when the board detcimined that no further trial was necessary : and they 
have reported that "neither of the pistols appeared to be injured by the firing." 
The pentetraii<m of Colt's holster pistol was found to be through seven mcbes 
<^ board, and his belt pistol through six inches, while the highest penetra4ioii 
«f the common dragoon pstol was <^\y tiiough five bdies. 'ihe oilier jSMa 
of siniUar construction and of holster size, submitted to the board by Messrs. 
Warner, Perry, and Leavitt, were fired two hundred and twenty-two timei) 
twenty-seven times, and five hundred and forty times respectively, and pene- 
trated through three, four, and five inches; The tabular statement made by 
the board, and hereto annexed shows the result obtained in detaiL 
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Summary stateTueni of the jjenetrailon and number of disckarr^es of the diffemi 
jnstols presented to t/ie board ; a/«o, weight of pistol^ bcUlsj and charge. 
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Major Thornton, United States Ordnance Department^ wader whose di« 
rection the i/ispection of Mr. Colt's repeating-arms used by the goyennnent 
has been made, reports the number of arms burst in testing, and shows 
that great improvements have been made in tiieir manufacture. 

In 1848, ten hundred and si.\ty arms were tested, and sixty barrels and 
fifty-threci cylinders burst, whicn » understood to be about the usual ratio 
of failures in common muskets and pistols. 

In 1849, ten hundred and eleven arms were tested, and but eleven bar* 
rels and thirty cylinders burst. 

In 1850, two thousand and eighty- two arms were tested, and only one 
barrel and one cylinder burst ; showing a much smaller proportion of de- 
fective arms than in any other manufactured fur or by the government, 
which is attributed by the inventor to the peculiar excellence of the mate-, 
rial used, and the great strength of the model of the arms. 

No. 2. 

General Takvtt, Chef of the Ordnance Department, after' reporting 
that he causecT notice to oe given to all inventors of repeating-arms, that 

• 

•The [linlnl fThi!i''eiI bv ^!^. I.enTilt, ntiel ioW by Mwrs. Willinm H. Pmith k. Co., Xew York ; also, the pistol 
<ixlti{)itp<l bv Mr. W'nnier, aiiJ >ii1<1 by iMesint. Voun* ic Leavitl, .\t'w York, nre roiisidpreij Infrinjjementi upon 
Ck>lt't PnteiitH, and siiiu tor dainnjet have keeo cominenced aninit Uiom p«rtie* Itv Mr. Colt; and the nenalti«s of 
the court will be extended to all wh»— fctth—w ll WI iMtl^^^lfct palMIt tamttT lhiUDlMd8l«M% « th* 
MIowinK clauae it an extract :— 

" Sbc. 4. And bi it further •nMtof, Thst if •tty pefMn or paiaoM iImR i&vkt, mulu, oomtnict, me, employ, or 
Mnd witliio thew Unitad But*, any art, nnnufacture, engine. maddMi ar devie*. nr any iirvention of improvement 
ttiMMi, or in any aft, manaftfltaM, angina^ maehine, or device, the nila MM axclutive riyht of which shalJ be to as aTore- 
Mid trranted by {mtent to any pencn or pciaon*. by Tirtae and in punaance of tbia act. witlwut the coiuent of tbm 
patentee or pntctitee*. their eiaoulon, adminiatnitort or aMigm, flnt had and oblalliM ill writ^, every peraon M 
•trending, isluitl forfeit and |iay to the taid patentee or patentees, hii, her, or their eiaenton, adiriiniitratort or anigna, 
raeh dama^ at iball be afcaMBii by a jurr, and moreover sliall forfeit to the peiaon *o aggrieved the thing or things an 
deviaed, owde. eonatrudad, wed, enployad, or TCodad, eoolfMr to tl* true Intool af dua a0l| wUak my be neovoiad 
is u aeiioB on tte caae lbii»iii< on Hut Mt." 
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the board of OFdnaaoe officers would assemble at Washington to examme 
arms which might be presented to them and that iuch examuiation had 
been made, and that he had called upon the various officers, whuse means 
of observation were sufficient to entitle their, opinion to much Oi«nsidera- 
tion, for their opinions, proceeds to say : — 

"The pistols (Colt's) last made, have been modified in some r«is]."ecl.« 
from the original pattern, and much improved in the manufacture, ]>aitic- 
ularly in the materials used. Tlieir use by the troops has produced no 
complaint, except as to the flasks whicli were furnished with them. These 
are found so defective, that, in the ei^th military department, (Texiis,) 
resort has been had to the' use of cartndges, instead of the separate pow- 
der and ball. I am of opinion that cartridges will be found preferable in 
all cases, and the objectiod on account of defective flasks thus remedied. 
The trials of the ordnance board show extraordinary durability of the pis- 
tol then used, and prove lhat they can be made strong and lasting. The 
practical experience of such officers as have seen them used by troops in . 
active service, is in favor of them — some entirely ; others only to" their 
being furnished to a limited ^tent, and to selected men." 

General Talcott is of opinion that they should be furnished t6 parts of 
companies, and to selected men, rather than to the entire mounted service ; 
and he considers their greater cost a reason for limiting the supply. 

• General Harney, under date of November 8, 1850, says: — . 

" I consider the arm perfect for the dr^oon service, particularly when 
opposed to the western prairie Indians. R is the only weapon with which 
we can hope ever to sutidue these wild and dariiur tribes, unless we can 

have at least three re^ments of dragoons on the Texas Jrontier alone. I 
consider Colt's repeatmg pistol equal, in every respect, to any other pistol 

now in use, and very s^reatly superior in almost every respect. 

" In 1837 or 1838, Mr. Colt took some of his rifles to Florida. A board 
of officers was ordered to examine them, and report on their efficiency, 
&c. The report was favorable, and General Jessup ordered the purchase 
of iifty, and they were placed in my hands. They were very delicately 
made, easily put out of order, and very difficult to repair. They were tm 
first ever used or manufactured. Thirty-odd of them were lost at Caloosa ' 
Hatchee, all at the time in good order ; and most of the others, with but 
little repairs, would be still good, and were turned over to the ordnance 
officer at Baton Rouge in 1842 or '43. During the whole of this time they 
were in constant use, and not one single accident to the injury of any person 
occurred ; and I honestly believe that but for these arms, the Indians would 
now be hanmating in ins everglades cf Florida** 

No. 4 

Captain M. E. Van Buren^ of mounted rifles, under date of November 
4, 1850, says ' 

" Within the past ten years, I have had opportunities of becoming 
familiar with Colt's pistol, having carried one oil the march to* Oregon, 
and also when accompanying Colonel Loring in his pursuit of deserten 
in March and April last, when we were exposed to almolt incessant raiiUy 
and having U3ed pr practiced with it almost daily. This experience, with 
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thai which I had prev'ously ac(|inred, has led me to adopt the most favor- 
able opini'm of Colt's repeating pistol as to eliicienc)^ and adaptation to 
th»i seivi<,e of our mounted troops. 

" Gilt's revolver possesses the following advantages over the common 
dragoon pistol : It contains five more shots at one loading ; it has greater 
length of range and accuracy of aim, and these give greater confidence and 
moral to the soldier. * * * It is less liable to premature discharge 
than any other percussion arm with which I am acquainted. It" the com- 
mon dragoon pistol, capjied ready for use, be carried in the holster at half 
cock, the cap is very liable to come off'. If the hammer be let down on 
the cap, to secure it, there is ^eat danger of prematura discharge at any 
gait faster than a walk. Colt s pistol is free from these objections. The 
position of the cones secures the caps in their place, without the necessity 
of letting down the hammer; and the hammer lM>ing down upon the pan, 
it would require more motion than the pistol is likely to get in the holster, 
. to pull the hammer bacii far enough to revolve the chamber and present a 
cap to the hammer. 

" I do not think this pistol more liable to get out of order than any other. 
I certainly found mine, which was put to very severe tests in the way of 
use and exposure, and to which I gave no more care than I would nave 
given to any other kind of pistol, always in efficient condition." 

No. & 

Major BeUt at the St Louis Arsenal, dissents from the opinion of other 
officers in regard to the general adoption of Colt's arm by goyemment, and 
says 

'*But, notwithstanding the favorable views herein presented of this re- 
peating-arm, I must respectfully dissent from the opinion that it should be 
immediately adopted into service, on the mere opinion of able men, or 
even on the pioof of experiment of scientific hoards, without patiently 
waiting the results of the present very extended proof of service, (which the 
department, I suppose, have intended,) and which is now going on upon 
these arms, in Oregon, New Mexico, and Texas, and which can not, in the 
nature of things, m fairly concluded, under two or three years to come." 

Colonel^umner, Colonel Beale, Captain Holmes, Captain Chilton, and 
Lieutenant Magflton, write in a letter, in which they say : — 

'* We think that all non-commissioned officers of cavalry shoulfl be 
armed with them, as thpy are men selected for their steadiness and capa- 
city : they would generally keep them in good order, and would, of course, 
be much more formidable." * 

N(K 6.' 

The Committre on Mil'ttury Affairs^ at the 2d Session of last Congress, to whoin 
was rfferrcd the Manorial Samuel Colt^ OH the sulgect of his improved rejKat- 

ing fre-vrms, report : — 

That they have examined the same, together with the report of the 
Military Committee of the vSenate, of last session, on the subject, with 
other evidence, furnished by distinguished military otiicers, as to the su- 
periority of this weapon over all others, for mounted troops, and find that 
all who have used them, or seen them used in the late war with Mexico,, 
vid elsewhere, are of the opinion, that they are the most f||ffi|9^y<^< 



/ 



' economical arms that can be employed in our Indian territory, and on 
otir extended line of frontier. In connrma^n of this opinion, the com- 
mittee have deemed it proper to accompany this report with the foUowinff 

extracts from the letters and" papers before them ; and also, to recommen? 
that a sufficient number of the pistols be procured, to arm all the mounted 
troops of tiie United States, engaged in the frontier service.- 

No. 7. 

J^etract from th§ Report, of the Committrc on MUitary Affairs^ made let Seetion 

of last Congreee. 

" The positive evidence w hich has been submitted to the committee, 
is of a character whicfi needs no recommendation. It is only necessary 
to say, that Major General Taylor, General Twiggs, Major General 
John A. Quitman, Brigadier General Shields, Brigadier General 
Pierce, Chlonel 'Cro^han, inspector ^nerai. Colonel Harney, Co- 
lonel JeiTerson Davis, Major McCulloch, Captain Samuel H. Walker, Cap- 
tain B. S. Roberts, Lieutenant IV F. McDonald, G. W. Kendall, Colonel 
W. T. Haskell. Colonel W. H. Russell, Major J. P. Gaines, Doct. C. B. 
Zabriskle, and J. L. Freaner, all now, or recently, in active service, in 
the Mexican war, have ex{)ressed themselves, in decided terms, in favor of 
these arms; and that the array of facts, furnished by some of these offi- 
cers, can not fail to enforce the opinions which they have expressed upon 
this subject 

" Under all these circumstances, your committee agree in opinion, with . 
the officers above named, when they state, that one hundred cavalry, armed 
with the repeating pistol, would be at least as efficient as three hundred 
armed in the ordinary way. They believe, moreover, that economy, as 
well as the efficiency which would be given to our force, particularly for 
all the service t^ati may be expected from our army for years to come, 
render it advisable that all the mounted men belonging to the military es- 
tablishment, be supplied with these pistols, and that a sufficient number of 
them be kept on hand, to meet any unexpected emeiig^ncy. 

" Your committee, therefore, report that in their opinion, Colt's repeat- 
ing pistols are the most etHcient arm for mounted men and frontier troops, 
now known or used ; and that it is highly expedient for the government 
to introduce them into extensive use for these purposes. That, in regard 
to the procuring of these arms, the committee concur in the opinion of ' 
the chief of the ordnance department, that they can be manufactured to 
gjreater advantage by the inventor than by thp government at its armo? 
ries, he having provided the machinery suitable for the purpose." 

t 

Utimonials from th$ FneidmU of iko Vniied StaUi, 8tmtm md Jlgmsmto- 
ihet in Ckmgreee, anddiiHnffmthed Officere of th$ Amy and Navy of the Umiti 
StiaUty and othen, 

No. 8, 

P"' The foUowinff extract ie from the Message of the President <^ the United States 

to the Senate : 

*' Such is the favorable opinion entertained of the value of this arm, 

particularly for mounted corns, that the Secretary of War has contracted 
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with Mr. Coit, for four thousand of his pistols/' without awaiting a spe- 
cial appropriation of Congress. 

No. ft 

QmmttmeaUon from the ^Texan Senators and RepresenttUk/eB m Congrm^ to Oim 

FrMmt i^tha United Statet, 

Washington City, March 8, 1848. 

DsAB Sir: Possessing a thorough knowledge of "Colt's patent repeat- 
ing fire-arms," we feel it to be our duty to reoommend them in the strong- 
est terms to your favorable consideration. 

The advantages that Texas has experienced from their use, in her strug- 
gle lor independence, and against Indian aggression, has been incalcu- 
• lable. 

The difficulties presented by some men without experience in the use 
oi those arms, such as that they are too liable to get out of order, has 

been proved by ten years' constant use in Texas, to be without- founds-* 
tion. Some of these arms, purchased of Mr. Colt more than ten years 

ago, have been safely and successfully used in every engagement we have 
had with the Mexicans and Indians since that time, and are now in jjood 
serviceable condition, and are esteemed beyond price by their possessors. 

Believing that the power rests with you to order a full supply of these , 
valuable arms for the defence of our .extended frontier, without further 
legislation, we most respectfully ask that you will at once order them to 
be made. 

We do not doubt but that five thousand mounted men, arnr^d with two 
of these pistols and a rille, would do more service than twenty thousand 
armed in the ordinary way. thereby saving to the government hundreds 
of thousands ol dollars annually, and allbrding protection as well to the 
fironttera against Indians, as to all parties passing through the Indian 
country. 

With great respect, your obedient servants, 

THOMAS J. RUSK, U. S. Senate. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN, House of Reps. 
SAMUEL HOUSTON, U. S. Senate, 
T. PILSBUUY, House of Reps. 

from Teacas. 

To the President of the United States. 

-.' No, 10. ■ 

Washington City, Feb. ISoO. 

Dear Sm: In reply to your letter of the 25th inst., I will state that 
Colt's repeating pistols are preferred in California, over any other kind • 
if arms. In fact, there is no part of the Union, wherei thev are so highly 
esteemed. Bvery man in that country would have one if he could get it. 
I am sure that thoiminds could have been sold there during the last sum- 
mer. The Indians in the gorges of the Sierra Nevada are terrified into 
honest habits, by the miners in tiidt region being armed with these pistols. 

WM. M. GWIN, 
U. S. Senator from California. 

I 0<mcur in the above opinion, and can not too highly recommend them. 
' J. C. FREMONT, U, S. Senator from Ckilifoi nia. 
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Washington City, May 4, 18S0. 

The undersigned take pleasure in corroborating the above statement 
and testimony of the Hon. Wm. M. Gwin, of California. 

EDWARD GILLET, 
G. W. WRIGHT, 
} louse of Reps, from California, 
Hon. Andrew Ewing, Committee on Mil Kan/ Affairs ^ 

House of Representatives^ 

No, 11. 

■ '*We are sensible of the great superiority of Mr. Colt's pistols in the 
hands- of mounted troops, for the protection of the inhabitants of oua 
frontier." 

HENRY' DODGE, U. S. Senator from Wisconsin. 
A. C. DODGE, U. S. Senator from Iowa. 
H. K. SEBASTIAN. U. S. Senator from ArJwnsas, 
R. W. JOHNSON, House of Reps, from Arkansas. 

No. 12. 

"I have used Colt's revolving pistols, and seen them used by others, 
both in Texas and Mexico ; and T have no hesitation in saying tliat I be- 
lieve them far superior, to any other arm ever invented, both for service 
and for the^ease with which they may be kept in order." 

JERE. CLEMENS, U. S, Senator from Alabama, 
Late £ieuL CoL 9th Infantry, United States Army. ' 

No. 13. 

We the undersigned, members of the Military Committee of the House 
of Representatives, understanding that an application is ])ending belore 
your committee favorably commended by the ordnance department, for 
the purchase of u suiuibie number of Colt's pistols, and auliiorizing the 
d^partment to furnish the same to emigrants at government prices, and 
to deliver the same to the States, under the act of 1808, tor arming 
the militia, recommend the same to your favorable consideration, and 
believe that such a clause in the Army Bill would be desirable and 
proper. 

Signed) 

ARMISTEAD RURT, •^ 
D. Iv. CARTER, 
W. A. RICHARDSON, 
JAMES WILSON, Members of the 

ANDREW EWING, ^Military Committee 
GEO. A. CALDWELL, House o/ Rep. 
JAS. R. CHANDLER, 
JOHN A. KING, 
ALEXANDER EVANS,^ 

Hon. Thomas H. Bayley, CJtairman of Committee of Ways and 
Means, House of Representatives. 
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No. 14 

Having examined ^roitf patent rifles and pistob, we have no hesitation 

in saying that we consider the invention limple and meritorious, and 
think it will hereafter be adopted in practice. 

LEWIS CASS, late Secretary of War. 

M. DICKERSON, late Secretary of the Navy. 

ALEXANDER MACOMB, late Maj. Gen., 

Coinniunding the A rmy of the U. S. 
C. GRATIOT, late Brig. Gen. and Chief Engineer . 

No. 15. 

Major General Zachary Taylor, late commanding army of occupation, 
in a letter to the inventor, writes : " I have been much pleased with an 
examination which I have made of your new modeled repeating pistols, 
and feel satisfied that, under all circumstances^ they may be waSAy * 
relied on." 

No. Ifi. 

JVom Brewt Mi^or Cfmtral Tmgg$t 2d JHvisum UmUd StaUt Armpf m 

Mesdeo. 

Washington, April 24, 1848. 

Dear Sm : In reply to your inquiry relative to the value of Colt's re- 
peatinc-arms, for the use of regular troops, I take pleasure . in stating; 
that I nave seen nothing, to change my o|miion of th em, favorably ex- 
pressed, after a series of experiments niade during the war in Florida. 

The new model is a very great improvement upon the arms used in 
those experiments, and I have no doubt can he relied on under all circum- ^ 
stances, in the hands of the soldiers of the regular army, as well as in the 
•hands of the Texan rangers and volunteers. 

These arms have been universally approved by all who have used 
them, and been conversant with ^heir use in the present war with Mexico, 
and I can not too highly recommend their general use in the army. 

The present carbine furnished by the ordnance department to our 
mounted troops, is of but little use ; if its place could be supplied by two 
of Colt's im[)roved pistols, each man could fire twelve times at the com- 
mencement of a fight, and incalculable advantages would be gained. 

I am glad to learn that this subject is exciting the attention of ^vem- 
ment ; and I hope immediate measures may be adopted, to obtam a full 
supply of this most valuable tre-arm, for our Indian and Mexican 
frontier. 

With great respect, I iiave the honor to be your obedient servant, 

D. E. TWIGGS. 
Brigadier General, U* S. A. 

General T. J. Rusk, 

MiUUuy CommUtee, U, S. Senate, 

Ne.17. 

Brevet Major General W. J. Worth, United States Array, in a letter to 
Mr. Colt, writes : " The recent Mexican War has fully demonstrated the 
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formidable character of this weapon in all mounted corps or partisan ser 
vice. You can have no better or higher testimony, than that of General 
Lane and Colonel Jack Hays, both eallant officers and of large experi* 
ence. In a higher degree will its value be shown in our Indian contests, 
where the onset is sudden, and fierce, and momentary — ^where it is of 
first importance to deliver the largest amount of hre in the briefest time. 

** Wishing you success in your praiseworthy efibrts to improve the arma- 
ment of the country, I remain/' iS&c. 

No. 18. 

Major Greneral Gideon J. Pillow, commanding volunteer division in 

Mexico, writes : " In reply, I do not hesitate to say, I regard Colt's 
peating pistol as the most formidable fire-arm with which I have any ac- 
quaintance, for all mounted troops. 

" Indeed, I do not understand hOw its value can be doubted by any 
familiar with its use." 

No. 19. 

Major General John A, Quitman, commanding volunteer division in 
Mexico, reports : " I am well acquainted with Colt's patent repeating fire- 
arms, having seen them frequently used, and having personally tested 
them. I regard his six-shoots as the most formidable and effective 
weapon which can be placed in the hands of cavalry, of every descrip> 
tion, and mounted gunmen or riflemen. I therefore ccndially recommen4 
theif use to the government." 



No. 20. 

I 

Brevet Major General Geoige M. Brooke, Colonel Sth Infantry, U. S. 
Army, reports : • " I have no doubt of the great efficiency of Colt's pistols, 
which have been truly tested against both Indians and Mexicans ; and 
their very destructive fire has elicited the admiration and fear of those 
against whom they have been directed." , . 

N#. 21. « • 

Brigadier General S. \V. Kearney, United States Army, reports : 
."Colt's pistol is most certainly a very powerful weapon in the hands of a 
coel and careful nian, and may be used with very great effect agaitist In- 
dians, or other irreguliur light troops. The advantages of the pistol, in 
my opinion, far outweigh the objections that are ofl^red against it" 

N«.22. 

Brevet Brigadier General W. S. Harney, Colonel 2d Dragoons, United 
States Army, reports that, " He has had more than ten years' experience 
in the use of Cult's repeating fire-arms, and no arm, in his judgment, evei 
yet constructed, can equal dem ; they are, with fair usage, as little liable 
to get out of order as any other arm, and they are, at least, three times as 
ttfiective. It is my intention to apply to the Hon. Secretary of War, to 
have all the cavalnr armed with them." ^ ^ u ^ i 
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N*. 2S. 

Brevet Brigadier General Matthew Arbuckle, Colonel 7th Infantry, Unitetl 
States Army, reports : " 1 am of opinion that Colt's pistol is decidedly the 
best and most formidaUe weapon a horseman can be furnished with, and 
that pur mounted force ought to have no other, except good swords, when, 
acting in aa open country, against any enemy whpmsoever." 

No. 24. • 

Brigadier General Shields, commanding 1st Brigade Volunteers in Mex- 
ico, reports that: "Colt's last improved revolvinj^; pistol, in my opinion, 
is a most excellent and etreclive weapon in the jiroscnt cavalry service in 
Mexico. It possesses an advantage of at least three to one over the 
common pistol. I find it, also, free from that complexity which it was 
feared would render it less serviceable in actual s^ice, and in a cam- 
paign. I do not hesitate to give it a decided preference in cavalry ser- 
vice in Mexico, over all other species of fire-arms, and recommend its 
general use in that service." 

No. 25. 

• 

Brigadier General P. Pierce, commanding volunteers in Mexico, reports . 
that he had, "A pretty thorough knowledge of the weapon named 
within, I cheerfully concur in the opinion of General Shields." 

No. 26. 

Brigadier General Joseph Lane, commanding volunteers in Mexico, 
writes : "I think I can say as much for and about this formidable weapon 
as any one now living, except Col. Jack Hays, of Texas, (poor Walker is 
no more.) I have seen them tested in several severe and bloody conflicts; 
when a lew men, armed with Colt's revolver, were equal to five, and in 
several instances to ten times their numl>ers No weapon is equal to it. 
In close quarters one man is always equal to three or more. I know the 
use of it well, and would recommend that all mounted forces be armed 
with them.*' • * . ' 

No. 27.. 

Brevet Brigadier General Gcorrre Talcott, Colonel of Ordnance, United 
States Army, expresses the f*»!l(i\vinn: opinion in a report: "That the 
breech loading is advantageous, inasmuch as it gives 'a greater velocity 
and precision of direction to the ball,' and that the ammtage * is ac- 
knowledged by alL* " 

No. 28. 

Colonel G. Croghan, Inspector General, United States Army, "Believes 
them, from the declaration of hundreds who have used them in conflicts 
with the enemy in Mexico, to be superior, in every particular, to all othei 
pistols. Hopes they may be brought into more general use; to efieet 
which, his official efforts shall be directed." 
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No, 29. 

Colonel John W. Tibbattt, 16th In&ntry, United States Army, reporti : 
-*I have given Colt's repeating pistols a trial on many occasions, and 

find them to shoot with great Torce and accuracy. At the distance of 
fifty yards 1 have frequently buried a ball in the hard wood of Mexica 
when balls fired from a musket against the same ti'ee, fell flattened to the 
ground." 

No. 30. 

Colonel William Davepport, 1st Infantry, United States Army, writes : 
** I judge that it may safel^ be inferred that, if one pistol is useful, six will 
be still more so; and any invention which will enable us, in time of great 
need, to delivor six shots without loosing time, maybe regarded as an im- 
provement which should be adopted." « 

No. 31. 

('olonel JefTerson Davis, Mississippi volunteer rifle ref»^iment, in 
Mexico, writes : " For the attack of Mexican guerillas, they have been, 
and no doubt will be, found most etiicient. The only doubt on his mind, 
is whether, under the exposures incident to active service, they can 
be kept in order; on this point refers to Colonel Harney and Major 
'McCullough." 

No. 32. 

Colonel George W. Morgan, 15th Infantry, United States Army in 
Mexico, reports that "Practical experience has rendered it certain, that 
Colt's repeater is the most destructive and effective weapon that can be 
used in close quarters : and in the hands of the disciplined soldier, it re- * 
quires no more care than the ordinary drai:;oon pistol. 1 think that the 
repeater would be more effective against regular troops than when op« 
0(»ed to mere guerrillas. The guernUa will fly before the regular soldier 
begins to fight. .Heretofore, good cavalry have not been wle to cope 
with good infantry, and for th^ simple reason that the bayonet is greatly 
superior to the sabre. 

" In the field of Waterloo, we have a case directly in point. The 
French cavalry charged the Englisli squares, time and again, without 
efi'ect ; and, finally, became so desi>erale that they sought to back their 
horses through the English formation. Let us suppose the cavalry to 
have been iarmed with iJo\t*s repeaters ; that, after having drawn the fire 
of the squares, they had borne down upon them, and, with the rapidity of 
thought, poured into their faces six well-directed voliies. I willnotsay 
that such would have been the result, but there is a stronj? probabilitjr 
that the squares must have melted away before such a storm of balls." 

No. 33. 

Colonel Robert E. Temple, 10th Infantiy, United States Army m Mexi- 
co, writes : *' I have an exalted opinion ot' the usefulness and etliciency of 
this arm ; and it appears to nie that a substitution of two of Colt's pistols 
for the carbine, in the equipment of our dragoons, would be a highly ben- 
ificial improvement" 
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No. 34. 

Colonel W. T. Haskell, Sd Reffiment Tennenee Voluiiteen in Mexico^ 
reports Colt's pistol : " Is certainT3r superior to any arm of that chaFacter 
which has yet been introduced into oar army, and I should be much 
pleased to see the government adopt it as a part of equipment of every 
cavalry soldier.," 

No. 35. 

Colonel Burnett, New York volunteers in Mexico, writes: 

"Colt's pistols are superior in every particular to any other, and especially 
effective in the hands of mounted men. I regard the late improvements 
as very important, and recommend thai every species of cavalry and all 
mounted officers should be armed with them' 

No. 36. . ' 

Colonel W. H. Russell, California expedition: "In Indian warfare, a^d 
in operations against the Mexicans, I know of no weapon woformidabh, 
and I sincerely hope that they may be estensively introduced into our 
army." 

No. 37. 

Colonel George W. Hughes, District of Columbia volunteer regiment, 
writes : " I heard but one opinion expressed in Mexico, on the subject by 
those who had occasion frequently to use that arm, which was decidedly , 

in its favor. They all spoke in the highest terms of its accuracy of aim, 
force of projection, and safety ; in which opinion, from my knowledge of 
the arm, 1 concur." 

No. 38. 

Colonel Jack Hayes, commanding. the Texas rangers, in Mexico, 

writes: "I have had a good opportunity of testing the utility of Colt's 
pistols during the late Mexican war, and I feel no hesitation in saying they 
are superior (in my opinion) to any other now known for cavalry. The 
danger of accidental explosion has been obviated by the late improve 
ment. They gooff clear. The cylinders revolve with great rapidity ; and 
the distance they carry a ball.. (I mean the conical balli) is indeed surpris- 
ing. Soldiers should be practiced in the use of them. They soon become 
easy to the hand ; the aim you wish to draw can be easily caught ; and 
when placed in the hands of those who understand the proper use of them, 
they are unquestionably the most formidable weapon ever used in battle 
therefore concur fully in the opinion that they can be used with the 
ame advantage by the regular as volunteer forces." * 

Wo. 39. 

Lieut. Colone Nathan Boone, 2d Dragoons, United States Army, writes : 
^ I am bound to state that,^in my opinion, Colt's relating pistol is the 
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moit efficient which could be furnished the cavalry or mounted men, 
more particularly when acting against lancers, or our western Indian? oi 
the prairies." 

No. 4a 

Brevet Colonel C. A. May, Capt. 2d i/ragoons, {f. S. Army, repoi ti> 
that, " At the commencement of the war with Mexico, f was fortunate m 
procurincr a number of Colt's pistols for my command. I used them in all 
the battles and skirmishes in which I was engaged, and take great pleas- 
ure in bearing testimony to their superiority over any other arm of the 
kind I have ever used. 

" During the time I had them iii use, (which was about one year and a 
half,) they were exposed to all kinds of weather and service ; and 1 never 
' found any difficutly in keeping them in proper order with ordinary atten- 
tion. I consider them the most effective arm we could adopt for our cav- 
alry service, and I trust the day is not far distant when we wiii have alP 
our mounted men armed with them. 

No. 41. 

Lieutenant Colonel T. P. Moore, 3d Dragpons, United States Army, 
writes : " During my short visit to Washington, I had a conversation with 
^Colonel ITarney on the subject of Colt's pistols, in which I then expressed 
the opinion that the arming of our corps with Colt's revolvers would 
double its efficiency. I am still of that opinion. 

" That this weapon should be furnished to mounted volunteers, and 
withheld from the regulars, is passing strange. Nothing can be more 
certain than that the discipline prevailmg iii the regular army would bet* 
ter secure the preservation, and, consequently, the efficiency of this 
weapon in the hands of regular soldiers. 1 hope the government will not 
hesitate to adopt this measure." 

No. 42. 

Lieutenant Colonel J. £. Johnson, Voltigeur regiment, U. S. Army, 

writes : " Fully concurring in opin'on with the committee a^? to the value 
of Colt's pistol, I earnestly hope that your efforts to introduce it in the 
army may be successful. If so, you will undoubtedly render our cavalry 
far more formidable than they now are. Cavalry would, in my opinion, 
be far better armed with this weapon alone, than with the sabres and pis- 
tols now used. In eddition'to the advantage of repeating, this pistol 
shoots with more force and accuracy than the ordinary one, and is, in- 
deed, the best weapon known. A strong argument, in its favor is, that all 
those in the army who had the privilege of selecting their arms, when pos- 
sible, provided themselves with it. The mere workmanship of these pis- 
tols, too, is admirable." 

Na48. 

• Lieutenant CoiOnel B. L E. Bonneville, 4th Infantry, U. vS. Army, 
writes : " I look upon Colt's repeating pistol invaluable as an arn^. In 
fact, whilst the army was 0]>erating in Mexico, every officer and sol- 
dier who could obtain one, had it, cost what it would. Ideem the arm 
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iayalimble in the hands of riflemen and light infantry, acting as skir* 
mishers. I have no doubt they would be Tallied lughly, also, by the 
cannoneers, in the melee which follows a chai^ upon a battery oi 

field pieces." 

No. 44 • 

Brevet Lieutenant Cdonel J. Bankhead Magnider, Capt 1st Artillery 
U. S. Army, twrites:."! have been for many years acquainted with the 
nse of the arms generally called ' Colt's pistols,' particularly throughout 
the present war with Mexico. I have used them myself and seen them 
used in the field by others ; and I do not hesitate to say that, in my hum- 
ble opinion, it is the best arm of the sort now known in this or any other 
country. It is, indeed, the only arm in which we have a decided advan* 
tage over the" troops of any other country ; and I consider it a weapon 
especially appropriate to the regular army, which has the advantage of a 
more perfect discipline and more- thorough instruction than can be ex- 
pected of irregular troops* who, themselves, Imve proved the entire effi- 
ciency of this arm." 

• No. 45, 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel George A. Caldwell, Major of Vol tigeurs, 
United States Army, writes : ** Two years' experience with the army of 
the United States, in Mexico, enables'me to speak with confidence of the 
value of Colt's patent repeating pistols. Those who had them there 
t90uld not be mduced to part with them at any price, whilst all 
those who did not have them; as far as I know, were exceedingly anxious 
to get them at almost any price. Such was the demand for them, 
amongst those whom experience in perilous and trying circumstances had 
taught them their value, that I have known one hundred dollars a piece 
offered and refused. 

*' I do not hesitate to say, that they ought to be substituted for the piS' 
tth and carbine now in use in our cavalry service." 

No. 46. 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Hooker, Assistant Adjutant General, U. S. 
Army, re[)oris " that Colt's repeating pistol aj^pears to give greater satis- 
faction in time of war than any weapon that has fallen under my observ- 
ation. 

'* During the war with Mexico our officers wfere extremely anxious to 
provide thenuelves with Colt's pistols, and so great was the demand, I 
have known them to sell for $140 each. I regard it as an invaluable arm, 

particularly for mounted officers and cavalry. For the last description of 
force it seems to possess all the advantage of the carbine, without any of 
the objections to that arm. My opinion of the pistol is formed from my 
own experience, as w ell as that of officers who served with me.** 

No. 47. 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel B. S. Roberts, Captain mounted rifles, U. S. 
Army, reports that Colt's pistol is the most effective weapon that can be 
placed in the hands of mounted men, and that since introduced into the 
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service, it hai been universally approved. Attributes the defeat of the 
Mexican Generals, Torrejon and Rhea, with 600 well appointed lancers 
and guerrillas, by his command of 100 men, in a great measure to forty . 
of tlie latter being armed with Colt's pistols. 

. Nfc 48. ' 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. McClelland, Captain Topographical En- 
gineers,. U. S. Army, writes : " It gives me great pleasure to state that the 
r^^ar troops, above all other, on account of their discipline, the ease 
with which tney can be made acquinted with the use of any arm, are the 
troops to make efficient use of Colt's pistols. 

"I have frequently made the remark in Mexico, thnt the efficiency of 
■ the Texan rangers was owing to the arm. They used Colt's six-shooter; 
and it is evident to any one acquainted with iire-arms that it has immense 
advantages over other arms." 

No. 49. 

Major William H. Polk, 3d Dragoons, U. S. Army, writes: "It is the 
most efficient weapon that a mounted force can be armed with. One 
of the companies under my command in the two expeditions commanded 
by General Lane in Mexico, were armed with Colt's repeating pistols, and 
proved very efficient in two engagements with the enemy- I believe that 

• a small force would more confidently and fhoerfully encounter danger, if 
furnished with these pistols than a large force would do with the usual 
regulation equipment. This I have seen tested." 

Nt. 50. 

Major P. Morrison, 8th Infantry, U. S. Army, writes: " From the ex- 
perience I have had of these arms, I am of opinion that they would be 
mvaluable in the hands of well disciplined troops, particularly mounted 
men." 

No. 61. 

Major. J. J. McCarty, lOth Infantry, U. S. Army, writes : f With regard 
to Cmt's improved repeating pistol, I unhesitatingly say that I believe it 
to be the most efficient weapon now in use, and I think it important that 
every mounted man in the service should be furnished with it. I have 
never heard any person, familiar with its use, speak of it in any other 
than the most favorable terms." 

* No. 62. 

Major John F. Hnnter, 11th Infantry, U. S. Army, writes: '^I take 
great pleasure in stating that the new model pistol is a great improvement 
upon the old arms, and! have no doubt can be relied on under alieircum- 

• stances. 

" 1 am glad that this subject is exciting the attention of government, 
and I hope immediate measures may be adopted to obtain a supply of this 
most valuable fire-arm." 
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No. 53. 

Major F. T. I<ally, 9th Infantry, U. S. Army, writes: "The simplicity 
of its action, and the certainty and force with which it is fired, gave ail the 
greatest confidence in the weapon. I have frequently known some half 
dozen persons armed witK the large 'six-shooter' go on expeditions, when 
with ordinary arms, it would be considered hazardous to move with less 
than fifty men." 

' N» 54 

Major M. L. Bonham, 12th Infantry, U. S. Army, writes : "I am grati- 
fied to see that the matter of Colt's pistols is attractinff the attention of 

Congress. For mounted troops especially, that will be employed in our 
extended Mexican and Indian frontier, they are incomparably superior to 

all other inventions, admitting of heing shot with accuracy on horseback, 
which the ordinary carbine and rifle do not. This arm might be used, 
too, with great propriety by the artillery, and would be invaluable in 
those hand to hand conflicts which artillerists would engage in before 
yielding to an assault.*' 

Nd. 55. 

Major J. P. Gains, Kentucky volunteer rifle regiment in Mexico, con-- 
siders it the best fire-arm for use under any and all circumstances. " It 
eminently deserves, and I trust will receive, the pati'onage of the gov- 
ernment 

No. 56. 

Major Ben. McCullough, Texas rangers, recommends that -they be 
ado{>ted to a certain extent among the regular ordnance material of our 
service : considers them as pre£fable to all other for mounted light 
troops in Mexico. Says they have been in use among the Texan ran- 
gers for ten years, and that their efficacy has been fairly tested. Has at 
this time in his possession one that has been used for ten years without be- 
ing repaired. 

Brevet Major James H. Carlton, Capt. 1st Dragoons, United States Army, 
writes : " I have had one of Colt's revolving pistols of the largest size in 

nearly all the campaigns of the 1st remment of dragoons since 1840, 
'^whetner upon the plains, or in the Rocky Mountains with General Kear^ 
ney, or throughout Texas, and in Mexico with General Taylor, it never 
was out of order but once durinrr that period, and then the main-spring 
was broken by an act of sheer carelessness of my own when I had taken 
the lock apart. I consider it the best weapon (always excepting the sa- 
bre) for mounted men I ever saw." | 
**If our regular cavalry could abandon the present hon^kSUmctahme,^ 
and could be furnished with such of Colt's pistols as were made for the* 
mounted rifle resiment»-the corps, in my opinion, would, at a less ex- 
pense, be infinitely more efficient, and I am disposed to believe that the * 
dragoon oflicers, generally, would concur with me in recommending that 
they be adopted by our arm of the service." ^.^^^^^ by Google 
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No. 58. 

Brevet Major R. Arnold, Capt. 2d Dragoons, United States Army, writes * 
" I have for years considered the revolving pistol the very best weapop 
which could be furnished cavalry or mounted men, for frontier service- 
Aii experience of threfe years and a half in the Florida war, and more 
than two in the Mexican, has taught me fully to appreciate this fine 
weapon. I would vastly prefer, for all service in the field, that my com- 
pany should dispense with the carbine, and that each mau should be 
armed with two of Colt's revolving pistols." 

Breyet Major Philip Kearney, Jr., Capt. Ist-Regiment Dragoons, United 
States Army, writes : " My services on the prairie in Mexico convince me 
that it is the most efficient fire-arm to be put in the hands of mounted 
men ; that it should be adopted ; a pair, given to each dragoon, and the 
present carbine be dispensed with. 

" Its advantages are obvious and immense. It is not as delicate an arm 
as the carbine ; and in the hands of our regular dragoons will be most 
easily preserved in order. 

*' If your committee succeed in havihg Colt's pistols adopted, you will 
have the lasting thanks of every cavalry officer." 

No. 60. 

Brevet Major John S. Simmons, Capt. Mounted Rifles, United States Ar- 
my, writes : " I fully concur in the opinion that Colt's repeating pistol should 
be adopted, and placed in the hands of all the mounted men in the ser- 
vice. Against Indians in skirmishes, or in a close fight, it is the most 
elective. weapon in use/and the fact of holding six shots in his hand, . 
would add much to the confidence of the soldier. I* have witnessed many 
experiments with this pistol, at distances ranging from ten paces to eighty 
yards, in all of which shots were made with great certainty, in quick suc- 
cession : and I have not heard a single officer speak of their utility who 
did not mve them the preference over all others, I trust the regiment of 
mounted riflemen will be armed with these pistols, tm they will add much 
to the efficiency of that corps." 

No. 61. 

Brevet Major D. H. Rucker, Capt. Quarter ]\raster's Department, United 
States Army» writes : "I have seen these pistol used for a number of 
years by our frontier soldiers, and since I have been in Mexico. In every 
instance they have been preferred above all others. 

'* I think them exlceedingly well adapted for cavalry, and in a close 
fight they must he very effective. 

" If they are continued to be as well manufactured as heretofore, I do 
not think they will be at all lia))le to get out of order. There are plenty 
of them now in this country that have been in constant use for years, 
without having been repaired, that are in perfect order." 

No. 62. 

Brevet Major A. B. Eaton, Commissary of Subsistance, United States 
Army, reports that, " From' a familiar acquaintance with the use and repu- 
tation of Colt's repeating fure-arms for several years— especially during 
the late war with Mexico— I take pleasure in giving my opinion, th^^f^^^ Google 
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arms poness the mraiaites of a perfect arm in a higher degree than any 
other yet invented. For safety to the person using them, for ease and ra* 
pidity of loading and discharging, fur the long preservation of the charge 
in the loaded state, for facility in cleaning and dilliculty of becoming im- 
paired, I consider this arm entirely iinequaled. I have known some in- 
stances in which one ol Colt's ' six-shooters,' as the 'old Texans' call 
them, — have saved the lives of the wearer when attacked by several Ran- 
cheros. This arm is adapted to army use, or for private defence, (as I 
thiiik,) in highest degree." . 

No. 63. 

Major 0. Cross, Qunrter Master, United States Army, states that, "While 
on a inarch to Columbia river, I considered Colt s six-shooter as an inval- 
uable weapon, particularly on the western prairies, where you frequently 
meet hostile bands of Indians. While on this long march, when hunting 
or runninz buifalo, I seldom ever saw any other pistols used. 

'* The Indians throughout the route seem to look on it as a great curi- 
osity, and expressed much astonishment when shown to them, and ex- 
plained as to the mode of using it. This pistol was much sought after by 
the emigrants, and sold in Oregon at from sixty to eighty dollars. In all 
the towns through which I have traveled in Mexico, Colt's 'six-shooters' 
have been prized very highly. EE 

** I have been much on the prairies of the west, and have visited manv 
Indian tribes, and consider it by far the best pistd I have ever examined. 
I would wish no other for mounted troops." 

No. 64. 

Major Henry Ilill, Paymaster, United States Army, writes : "I have 
seen and used almost every kind of pistol, and have no hesitation in say- 
ing that '(-bolt's revolver' should be in the hands of every mounted man 
in our service ; it is peculiarly suited to our western frontier service. One 
hundred mounted men, armed with Colt's revolvers, would be more efiec- 
trve against Indians than double that number with any other weapon." 

Brevet Major G. J. Rains, Capt. 7th Infantry United States Army, in re- 
commending that Colt's repeating fire-arms be furnished to his company, 
writes : " This is a weapon with the merits of which I have been thor- 
oughly made acquainted, after the use of one myself for more than a 
year, and with which no arms that I have seen (the nmsket not excepted,) 
bear any comparison. I have satisfied myself that the simplicity of the 
construction surpasses that of the ordinary gun lock, and that it can be 
more easily repaired^ while its efficiency as a small weapon is unequaled 
by any in service. This weapon— eight times as efficient in the nie as 
the musket — would inspire confidence in our ranks, however great the • 
disparity otherwise, when we meet in action with the foe." 

No. 66. 

Brevet Major R. H. Chilton, Capt. 1st Dragoons, United States Army, 
writes : " attention on the part of company officers to the prop'^.r pre- 
servation of Colt's repeating pistols, I think that in their present sim^hfied 
form, they are as little liable to injury as the pistol at present in use ; over 
which in all other respeots, they possess great advantages. ^^[I'jtf^J'g^oogle 
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held in especial dread by Mexicans and Indians ; and indejiendently of 
the physical advantages arising from their use, its moral eifect in giving 
increased confidence to our soldiers, and a proportionate want of it on the 
part of the enemy* is in itself a very strong point, as 1 conceive, in favor > 
of their adoption." 

» No. 67. . 

Major John G. Reynolds, United States Marine Corps, reports that "A 
long experience with the ' Colt &nn,' and feeling an interest as to its utili- 
ty in active service, during a campaign in Mexico I made it a point to 
inquire of reliable persons, who were in the constant use of said weapon, 
as to its utility, and am gratified in being able to state that all concur in 
the opinion of their great superiority over all other descriptions of small . 
arms." 

* _ 

** I fully concur in opinion with Captain Reynolds. 

*«A. A. NICHOLSON, 
Major and Quarter-master Marine Corp$," 

No. 68. 

Major J. L. Freaner, General Scott's Staff in Mexico, considers then, 
the best arms in use ; says that he was informed by Colonel Hays, if his 
men had not been armed with them, when Padre Jarauta attacked him at 
Teotoleucan, that he would have lost his command of 70 men : and that 
it was by the aid of this weapon that he was enabled to K^ulse the guer- 
rilla chief without the loss of a man. 

No. 69. 

Major G. W. Kendall, attach^ to Major General Worth's Staff in Mex- 
ico, considers Colt's heavy pistol as the verv best ever invented, for use 
on horseback. No Texan ranger considers himself equipped without one 
of them. 

• 

Captain M. E. Van Buren, Mounted Riflemen, United States Army, 
writes: "The introduction of this pistol into our mounted regiments, 
would render them the most formidable cavalry in the world. So well 
satisfied am I of the importance and efficiency of this arm, that I intended 
to apply in the {>roper quarter for it for my company of mounted riflemen. 
1 trust now, however, U at Congress will render such an apphcatioa un- 
necessary by the adoption of your joint resolution." 

No. 71. 

Captain S. II Walker, Mounted Rifles, United States Army, considers 
the revolver as the only good improvement he has seen ; instances thk 
defeat of eighty Canianches by Colonel Hays and, fifteen men as a par 
ticularly striking incident to show tiieir value ; in which fight forty>twc 
Indians ware kiued. 

No. 72. 

Captain Edward Deas, 4th Artillery, United States Army, writes : " I re 
gard Colt's pistol as the most efficient weapon I have ever seen for caval 
ry, and as a small arm, or accessory means of defence for light artillery. 1 
believe that those arras of the aservice should never be without the6« 
anns : and with tbem their efficiency is quadrupled." ^ 
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No. 73. 

Captain H. Swartwout, 2d Artillery, United States Army, writes : ** In 
relation to the comparative efficiency of your repeating pistols for the 
; dragoon arm of the service* I take pleasure in giving my testimony in 
their favor." 

N*. 74 

Captain 6. H. Tobin, Texas Rangers, writes: "As to the objection 
raised by persons who have had no experience in the use of these arms, 
that they may not stand exposure, I would relate the following fact :— 

Major Ben McCullough, with IG men, in returninu; to Texas, after the 
capture of Monterey, in an encounter with the Camanche Indians, lost 
one of these pistols after having discharged three chambers. Three 
months afterward, he and I, and some others, traveling over the same 
ground, found the pistol, where it had lain exposed to the storms of the 
whole season; and putting new caps on the nippies of the two loaded 
chambers, they were discharged as though they had been loaded but the 
day before. More than twenty men were witnesses to it ; and I think 
General Lane, Major ^IcCullough, Cajit. Chevalic, Capt. Henrie, and 
many others have good reasons to testify to the superiority of the weap- 
on. Few men, who know the use of them, would, if going into action, 
part with them^under any circumstances." 

N(k 75.- 

Captain H. W. Benham, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, reports : ** I 
consider Colt's many chambered pistol indispensable in the holsters of 
every mounted officer or soldier. While serving on reconnoitering par* 
ties, during our recent war with Mexico, ifk which ! was generally escorted 

by parties of the Texan rangers, (of which troops we had several compa- 
nies, unsurpassed in t!ie world, I can not but believe for such duties, and 
who had used Colt's arms for several vears, whenever thev could obtain 
them,) we alwa^'s /elt that we were not properly armed without these " 
weapons, and with them, thought ourselves fully competent to cope with 
four or five times our numbers armed in anv other manner. And with 
all due deference to any opinion that may be entertained by those who 
have had more experience in regular cavalry service, than officers in our 
army have been able to acquire, 1 have long been of the opinion, that 
these arms must eventually su})ersede the use of carbines and carbineers ; 
for I can not conceive that thej'e would be one occasion in a liuiidred, 
where the cavalry soldier would requii e, or could use any otlier weapon 
than one of Colt s largest size pistols." 

N».76. 

Captain S. G. French, Assistant Quarter-master, U. S. Army, reports 
tliat, " During more than a year's service on the frontiei s of Texas and 
Mexico, I had ample opportunitv to test the use of Colt's repeating pis- 
tols. Their 'range,'^ certainty and precision of firing, commend their ' 
g»nei:al use. Another advantage they have over the ordinary pistol, is 
the great confidence they always give persons thus armed, and the cor- 
responding dread they create in parties to attack men so prepared with 
the queans of defence. Such confidence was reposed in those pistols, that 
whenever I had occasion to send smaii parties in advance, or to employ 
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eiq^ress-riders to carry the mails through the Indian country, it was al- 
ways made a condition, that they should be furnished with Colt's revolv- 
ers ; otherwise they would not risk their lives in such service. I mi^ht 
add, as a further proof of their eiriciency for protection, that while other 
arms were cheap and abundant, Colt's revolvers would command three 
times their original cost ; and often, persons thus armed, would not part 
with them for any consideration." 

No. 77. 

Captain C. H. Corser, Quarter master Department, U. S. Army, re- 
ports: "During my stay of a year and a half, in all parts of California,' 
the arms of Colt's construction were the only ones sought after, both by 
the officers of the army, navy, and citizens. The great difficulty has 
been, and is now, to obtain tiiem at any price ; but when obtainedf all 
other revolvers have been discarded as useless. I may apply the same re- 
marks relative to their merits during the Mexican war." 

• No. 78. 

Lieut. B. F. McDonald, 3d Artillery, U. S. Army, speaks in high terms 
of these arms. He says : " I have seen Col, Hays hold in check more 
than live hundred Mexicans, with tliirty men armed with these pistols, and 
being reinforced by about thirty men, actually drove that large force be- 
fore them, killing more than eighty of them." 

No. 79. 

Lieutenant William A. T. Maddox, United States Marine Corps, 
writes: "My command, of about forty horsemen, were armed with 
Colt's repeating cai bines and pistols, during the campaign in California. 
They were exposed, without tents, in every kind of weather, and I do 
not hesitate to say, that with ordinary care in the soldier, under instruc* 
tion from their officers, no weapon can be so efficient. I found them as 
little liable to accident as the best government muskets, and to be relied 
on under all circumstances. In one instance, when I had occasion to . 
swim the Santa Cruz river on horseback, the arms were necessarily 
three-quarters of an hour immersed under water, and an hour and a half 
afterward, when an opportunity for trying tliem otfered, it was found 
that only one out of tiie whole number ol charges failed to go olY, and 
that merely in. consequence of an imperfection m the percussion cap. 
The simplicity <^ construction, and tlie apparatus for loading, which 
have been employed in the new model pistol mat I have recently exam- 
ined, give it even iulditional advantage, and render it completely compre- 
hensible by the commonest soldier." 

No. 80. 

Report of Board of Dragoon Otficers. The board, which was com- 
posed of Captains W. W. Tompkins, William W. Fulton, and J. Graham, 
after a series of experiments, reported : that it is firmly the opinicm of thi 
board, that when this fire-arm is once introduced, and its superioritief 
over every other become known, it will be universally used." 

Generals Twiggs and Harney indorse the above report as follows : — 
Having been present when most of the experiments above reported 
were made, and hred the pistol ourselves, we fully concur with th« board 
in opinion." . • 
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No. 81. 



** We, tne undersigned, have examined Colt's repeating fire-arms, and 
some of us have witnessed sundry experiments, which have been made to 

{>roVe their safety, simplicity, durability, accuracy and celerity of fire, 
brce of penetration, and security against moisture; and we are con- 
vinced that they possess many important advantag|es, both for publio and 
private service. Af? an act of justice to the ingenious inventor, we most 
cordially recommend them to the patronage of the government and th^ 
public. 

ALEXANDER MACOMB,- Major- General Commanding, U. S. Army. 

HENRY STANTON, Col and Assistant Quartet- MasLcr Gen U. S. A. 

J.*J. ABERT, Colmel Topographical EvgineerSt U. S, A. 

JAMBiS KEARNEY, Limit. Cohnel Topographical Engineen. U. S. A. 

R. B. MASON, Lieut. Cohmd Ut Dragoons, U. S. A. 

J. II. HOOK, Major and Assistant Commissary Gen. Sybfiitencef V* S,A, 

HENRY WILSON, Major U Infantry, U. S.A. 

JOHN GARLAND - « ' 

WILLIAM TURNBULL, Major Topographical Engineers, U. S. A. 

WILLIAM GIBBS MclVEILL, Maj. Topograj>hical Engineers, U. S,A 

L. WHITING. Brevet Major Artillery, U. S. Army. 

J. P. SIMONTON, Captain 1st Dragoons, U S: Army. 

W. W. TOMPKINS, Captain 2d Dragoons, 

R. B. SCREVEN, Captain Sfh Infantry, 

JOHN PAGE, Captain A(h Infantry. 

A. R. HETZEL, Captain Qaarlcr-Masters Department, U. S. Army. 
J. McCLELLAN, Captain TopograplacaL Engineers, U. S. Army. 
A. CANFIELD, " « « « 

J. N. MACOMB. « « .1 « 

THOMAS J. LEE, Lieutenant " « •» 

W. H. EMORY, Lieutenant 4fh Artillery, U. S. Army. 
J. T. SPRAGUE, Lieutenant blh Infantry, 

M. KNOWLTON, Lieutenant \st Artillery, and Institictor qf Artillery 

.United States Military Academy, 
LAWRENCE KEARNEY, Captain United States Naoy. 
THOMAS N. GROVERS, Lieutenant " " '« 
JOHN BARNEY, " " " 

M. C. BUCK, Military Store Keeper, and Paymaster Ord. Dep., U, S. A. 

No. 82. 

Major 6. T. Howard, late of Texas Regiment, and Captain Sutton, late 
of Texas Rangers, state : " We deem Colt's repeating pistols to be the 
greatest improvement in small arms of the age. We nave been familiar 
with the use of this effective invention, on the frontiers of Texas, since 
1839, and we do unhesitatingly affirm, that they give the combatant more 
confidence and a greater spirit of defiance in those hand to hand struggles 
with the prairie Indians, than any other arm now in use. 

** Those prairie tribes ride with boldness and wonderftd skill, and are, 
perhaps, unsurpassed, as irregular cavalry. They are so dextrous in the 
me of the bow, that a single Indian, at full speed, is capable of keepiitg 
an arrow constantly in the air, between himself and the enemy ; there- 
fore, to encounter such an expert antagonist, with any certainty of doins 
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execution, requh^s an Impetuous charge, skillful horsemanship, and a 
rapid dischai ge of shots, such as can only be delivered with Colt's six- 
shooters. They are llie only weapon which has enabled the experienced 

frontiers-man to defeat the mounted Indian in his own pecuHar mode of 
warfare; in those encuunlers which, though soon over, require a steady 
nerve, the greatest possible precision and celerity of movement, there is 
no time to reload hre-arms, even were it possible to do so, and manage 
your hofce, in the midst of a quick and wily enemy, ever on the watch 
and ready to lance the first man who- may loose the least control of his 
animal. In this description of service, Colt*s revolver asserts its great and 
unquestionable superiority over all other weapons. We state, and with 
entire assurance of the fact, that Colt's six-shooter is the arm which has 
rendered the name of Texas ranger, a check and terror to the hostile 
bands ol" our frontier Indialis With our citizens thev are considered uh- 
paralleled in the force and accuracy of their shooting, and are esteemed 
an invaluable weapon in ofiensive operations against the marauding tribes 
which depredate upon our frontier settlements. 

'* As for the difhculty of keeping these pistols in order, wliich is some- 
times raised as an objection, we have never discovered any. They can 
only become unfit for service in the hands of men vvlio never possessed 
the i)ro{)er pride of a soldier, or where discipline must be most egj egiouiiiy 
• neglected." 

No. 83. 

A board of navy officers, appointed by the Hon, Secretary of the Xavy, ' ' 
• and consisting of Captain John Thomas Newton, Counnanders John 1>. 
Williamson, James M. Mcintosh. Lieutenants Andrew A. Harwood, Ste* 
'ohen Johnston, Frederick Chatard, Cicero Price, Richard W. Meade, and 
William T. Muse, refort that : " It w ould be almost superfluous to say 
an^ thing more th^n is expressed in the reports ; for there can be but one 
opmion on the subject of these fire-arms, and that is, their superiority, in 
every respect, over those in common use in our navy. As a wea{)on for 
boarding, Colt's pistol })ossesses incalculable advantages over those in 
common use. With the former you have five discharges, wnich, if neces- 
sary, can be fired in as many seconds ; with the latter, you have btit one . 
at your command; for, after firing once, it will be almost impossible, in * 
the heat of battle, and the confusion attendant on boarding the enemy, 
or of repelling him, to reload it. The celerity with which Colt's arms 
may be fired, is, beyond a doubt, in their favor, compared with the ordinary 
ship musket and pistol. Their accuracy has been fully and satisfactorily 
proved. The force, or relative degrees of penetration of the balls, ajipear 
to have been slijrhtly in favor of the musket. This diiTerence, however, 
in itself, of no great importance, was owing to the musket cartridge and 
ball being much larser than that of the charge of Colt's carbine. With 
an equal quantity of powder forming the charge of each, the result would 
be in favor of the carbine. 

"The proof of their capability to stand exposure to water, which is a 
consideration of great importance, has been established by the fact that I 
directed several of the cylinders to be immersed in a bucket of water, and 
kept in that situation for two hours; when taken out most of the charges 
were fired ; some, to be sure, failed to go ofi| but this was owing to the 
inferiority of the percussion caps used on that occasion, and not the effect 
of the water, for, on examination, the charges were found perfectly free 
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from dampness. It is well known that common nmskets or pistols; be- 
come useless very soon after bein^ exposed to the wet. 

**The safety of Colt's fire-arms is manifest, and can be depended upon. 
Loose powder was scattered in the opening around' the percussion caps, 
the gun discharged, and the loose powder remained unignited, as well as 
the remaining cnaiges in the cylinder." 

No. 84 ^ 

Report on th^ second series of cjyerimrnts htj the above Board. 

United States Stjsam Frigate" Fulton, } 
Navy Yard, New York, ) 

SfR : — I have the honor to inclose, herewith, the results of a second ex- 
perinient made between Colt's rcpeating-arms and the musket in common 
use ; on* which occasion (at Governor's Island, on the 19th instant,) tl^y 
were also tested in comparison with Hall's patent carbines. 

This was the earliest opportunity allorded, apart from other duties, to 
carry into effect your order of the 18lh ultimo, and the wishes of the Navy 
Board on that subject. 

1. — Accuracy of firing. 

A target, five feet by two, was placed at a distance of seventy-five 
yards, at which eight marines, with Colt's arms, fired ^each three rounds, 
making in all, twenty-four. Five shots hit the target outside the bull's- 
eye. 

Tlie same number of marines, with IlaU's arms, fired each three rounds, 
makiiiLT twenty- four. Six shots hit the target; one on the ring, and one 
half an inch ot' the bull's-eye 

The same number ol' marines, with the common musket, fired each three 
* rounds, making twenty-four. Ten shots hit' the target ; two inside of 
the ring. 

2. — Celerity of firing, 

Eiirht marinef!, with Colt's arms, fired for five minutes;, (the time accu- 
rately observed by a stop-watcii,) and dischaiged, in that time, one latn" 
• dred and eighty-four balls. 

Tlic same number of marines, with IlaWs anns^ discharged in the same 
space of time, mntty balls. 

The same number of marines, with the common musket, in the same 
space of time, discharged mmty-five balls. 

During these experiments, the cold was. intense; owlnfr to which, the 
men were not so expert. Tliis may account for the indifferent shooting. 
Nevertheless, the celerity of firin<r !q)]>ears to have resulted much in favor 
of CoWs arms. In point of accuracy, however, (which will be considered 
of minor importance,) there bcems to be a slight dilference in favor of the 
Other arms. 

Not being perfectly satisfied with the first trial, as to accuracy, another 

was made, and the result was as follows : — 

The target being placed at the same distance, the eight marines, ^vith 
Colt's anns fired each three rounds ; six shots striking the target, two 

inside the ring. 

Tiie same number of marines, with Hall's arms, fired each three 
rounds ; four shots striking the target, two inside the ring. 
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The sanie number of marines, with the comimni musket^ iired each three 
roQiids ; six shots strikiDg the target, one on the ring. 
I can not but repeat, as in a former report, my unqualified opinion as 

to the advantages which Col^s arms possess over eveiy other now in use. 
I consider Hail s carbine a very unsafe and dangerous weapon, particularly 
in the hands of inexperienced men. If care be not taken, that part ot' the 
breech which opens for the reception of the charge is apt to be pressed 
up by the left hand as you present the jtiece to fire ; the catch being 
placed immediately where the left liaud is applied. In sliouldering the 
piece, the same thmg might occur; in consequence cf which, the chai^ 
not only would be lost, but serious resultiB might bvexperienced by the 
explosion to the person firing the piece, and those near him. 

Another objection to Half's carbines is, that they will not stand expo- 
sure to wet weather ; but, owinix to their peculiar construction, are as liable 
to become useless as the connnon njusket, if allowed to be exposed to the 
wet for ten minutes. Colt's arms can remain immerse(i in water for two 
or three hours, and when taken out are as elFcctive as before. 

The ramrod, or, more properly, the lever, has been very ingeniously 
fitted permanently to Colt s carbine, and facilitates, in a great degree, the 
loading. This is an important improvement, and the liability to di'op the 
lever is now obviated. 

The reports of tiie olTicers of the Fulton, who were present and wit- 
nessed the above mentioned experiments, are herewith inclo.sed. 

1 have the lionor to be, very resj>ectfullv, sir, your obedient servant, 

4 . JOHi\ THOMAS ^^EWTON, Ca^Aum. 

Cou. James Rensuaw, 

Commanding Naual Station, New York. 

U. S. Steamer Fultow. 

SiE : — ^In obedience to your order of the 18th instant, we proceMed to 
' Governor's Island on the 19th instant, and in company with yourself and 
other officers of the navv, with some few of the army, witnessed, a second 

time, the experiments between IMr. Colt's repeaiing-arms, tlie common ' 
ship's muskets, and, in this instance, with ilalPs rifles. 

We deemed our former experiments with the repeating-arms and com- 
mon muskets and pistols as very satisfactory ; and couse(iuently without 
hesitation gave our opinion in laxor of the former beipg adopted, in the 
place of the common small arms in our navv; and our opinion as to their 
superiority has only been strengthened by these last experiments. 

Indeed we look ftpon Hall's rifles, as they are now made, sa exceed- 
ingly dangerous; and, in the hands of linpracticed seamen,- accidents 
must be constantly occurring, for this very simple reason : there is nothing 
to prevent the breech from Hying up, or opening at the very spot usually 
taken hold of by the left hand in tiie act of firing, and which occurrence 
mikst be attended with serious results to the men firing them. We believe 
we are sustained, in the opinion expressed in regard to the danger, by the 
<^cers of the army who have seen them used. 

The celerity of the fire in this instance, as previously, will be seen to 
be in favor of Colt's repeating-arms, although used by marines unaccus- 
tomed to them. Eight marines fired Colt's repeating-arnis for five min- 
utes, and discharged, in that time, 184 balls. They were given thirty 
bails each, and one of them discharged his thirty and called for a firesh 
supply before the time expured. The same eight marines with Hall's. 
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riHes, in the same space of time fired ninety balls; and ^^ith the coitimoii 

uiuskel, ninety-five balls. 

During these experinienls the weather was intensely cold, and, al- 
though every precaution, was taken to shelter the men, they sutiered 
seriously, and were, of course, not as expert as they weuld have been in 
milder weather ; and which, in our opinion, prevented any fair test as to 
accuracy at this time. The men were shivering with cold, and could not 
hold the arms steadily. We are of opinion, however, that these last ex-/ 
perinients are all in favor of Colt's repeating:-arms. We would also re- 
mark, that Mr. Colt having now attaclusd j)ennuiiently the ramrod to the 
carbine, we consider the facility oi' loading very ujuch increased, and re- 
moves an objection hitherto entertained in regard to thein, in consequence 
of the ramrod-being detached* and therefore liable to be lost 

We are, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 

J. D. WILLIAMSON, Commander. 
JAS. M. MclNTOSH. Cornnumder. • 
ANDREW A. HARWOOD, 

Lieutenant United States. Naoy* 
CiCKKO PRICE, 

Lieutenant United States Navy. 
STEPHEN JOHNSON, LieutenanL 
FREa CHATARD, Lieutemmt, 
R. W. MEADE, Lieutemmt 

To Captain John T. Newton, 

Commonding Steamer, 

^ No. 85. 

Subsequently to the above, another board of navy and marine officers, 

consisting of Captains C. S. McAuley and J. H, Aulick, of the navy, and 
Major L. Twiggs, United States marine corps, was ordered by the honor- 
able Secretary of the Navy, to make further examinations of these arms, 
who report : — > 

"They are decidedly of opinion that every vessel" of war should be sup- 
plied with a sufficient numfa«r of these pistols for arming boat expeditious, 
where" the perfect security of the charge from injury by sprays of the siba 
or surf of the beach, and the faciUty with which they may be loaded on 
these occasions, or their receivers shifted, when their possessor is even 
lying down in the bottom of his boat, would always, in the 0})inion of the 
board, give them an incalculable advantage over other arms now used in 
the service. 

No, 86. 

Commodore Charles Stewart, United States Navy, in a letter to the in- 
ventor, of January 21st, 1851, states: "Although 1 have not any practi- 
cal experience in relation to your improved fire-arms, yet the exhibit of 
your revolving pistol to me, satisfies me, that the ' Coh lUvolver' will prove 
a most efficient weapon for ofiense as well as defense, in close combat by 
boarders from ships of war, as well as boats armed for boarding. In the 
Navy of the United States, the Colt pistol would constitute a formidable 
defensive means in the possession of the officers, should armed resistance 
lo mutiny ever prove necessary. In boarding armed vessels hastily, the 
interference of rigging, sails, tkc, embarrass the boarders very much, who 
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aPB anned with, cutlasses. On such occasions, opponents might be pnore 
readily prostrated or cleared away by the conyemenoe of your pistol, and 
the powers of its speedy repeating fire, than by other small arms ; and it 
frequently occurs in closely pressed combat, that cutlasses are almost use* 
less, or easily stricken from a feeble hand." 

• No. 87. 

Commodore Thomas Ap. C. Jones, United States j^^y}\ reports: "It is . 
now about nine years, iz I rightly remember, since a number of Colt's 
repcatincr-nrms were, by order of the Secretary of the Nayy,puton board 

my i\:\rr ship, then bound on a cruise to the Pacific. It was on that cruise 
that I made the first demonstration on California, Monterey, and I think 
on my return home, 1 stated how much I lelt myself strengtiiened while 
in occupation of the town of Monterey against the Mexican General'.s 
threatened attack, by haying an hundred each of Colt's carbines and dra- 
eoon pistols, in the hands ot mj small party in possession of the town and 
fort. Eyen at that day I considered Colt's pistols nearly or quite perfect, 
but the subsequent improyements, I am inclined to think, render them as 
nearly perfect as can be expected. During my late cruise, while in Cali- 
fornia, I witnessed some of the most remarkable shooting with one of 
Colt's new Dragoon pistols I ever saw ; it heating, at a very long musket 
range, a U. S. musket, and a first rate western Virginia bear rifle. 
These facts I state^ belieying them* to be worth more than all else I 
could say." 

No. 88. 

Commodore E. W. Moore, Texas Navy, writes: "I take pleasure in 
stating that, while in command of tb« Texas Navy, I had an excellent 
opportunity of testing the efficiency and durability of these arms. 

" The Texas yolunteers of war were armed with Colt's pistols and car- 
bines, which were on very frequent occasions exposed in boats and bieui 
weather, and I unhesitatingly assert that they are as little injured by ex- 
posure to the weather as the common musket or ship's pistol. Of theii 
efficiency, I think it useless to say any thing. 

" The Colt pistols, used by the Texas rangers before annexation, were 
all supplied from the navy, after they had been in constant itse in that arm 
of the seryice upward of four years ; and I know some of these arms that 
haye been in constant use for nine years, and are still good, 

" I haye seen the recently improved model, which has several altera- 
tions, or rather improvements, which make it a hefter arm than those I had 
in use in the Texas X^avy, which were among the first manufactured by 
the inventor." 

No. 89. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, United States Navy, states: "My residence 
in the country deprives me of many professional advantages. Still I 
promise myself the satisfaction of testing, in actual service, the utility of 
your beautiful piece. The high recommendations of the naval officers 
recently connected with me, in the gun practice, is a sufficient guarantee, 
in my estimation, of their excellence." 
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** Against Indians, the immense advantage they give, and the fear they 
occasion, by the rapidity of their discharges, renaers them invaluable. 
No one going to or throu^li a rlangerous countryi should ttiink of leaving 
unprovided with an article so essential to safety. 

No, 94 . ^ 

Lieut Ringgold, United States Navy, writes: "I fully believe that 
'Colt's repeating pistol, more particularly for naval purposes, embraces 

more advantages than any heretofore seen. There is but one opinion — 
all are desirous of having them introduced and adopted on board our 
ships of war ; and I feel confident a few months will only be necessary to 
^ect the object.'* 

No. 95. 

Charles II. ITaswell, Engineer in Chief, United States Navy, reports 
that: "From an extended acquaintance with the operation of Colt's re- 
peating pistol, I am of the oi>inion that it combines the essential points 
of facility of loading, and rapidity of discharge, in a degree that renders 
it indispensable as an arm of attack or defense, and it has not any disad- 
vantages of construction that invalidate these points." ^ 

No. 96. 

H. R. Tennison, formerly of the Texas Navy, writes : " That Colt's 
repeating pistols were under my charge, as a Texan naval officer, when at 
• war with Mexico, for several years, and I confidently assert and believe, 
that they are the most efficient weapon of this kind m the world. Their 
great superiority consists in their adaptation to frontier defense, as well as 
on board ship. 

"With but little care they can be kept perfectly clean, and in fist-rate 
order, as much so as the most ordinary English musket, and above all, 
they never miss fire." 

No. 97. 

"Washixgtov, Feb. 26, 1850. 

"Dear Sin : — I have your letter of yesterday, asking my opinion of 
Colt's repeating pistols, and requesting me to state, generally, the estimate 
in which they are held in California. In reply, I have no hesitation in 
saying that, in my opinion, they are far superior to any other invention ol 
fire-arms; and, I thmk I may say, this is the unanimous opinion of all 
who have used them. They are not only superior, but so far superior 
to any other description of weapon, that no man who knows any thing of 
them, and who has occasion to use arms at all, will use any other. 

" These pistols were selling among the miners, as I was informed last 
summer, from $2.50 to $500 — according to size. They were, undoubtedly 
of the greatest service in enabling the Americans to maintain their supe- 
riority among greatly superior numbers of Mexicans and other foreigners, 
during the early part of the gold-digging season, woen the forei^era out* 
numbered the Americans three or four to one ; and in many mstances* 
threatened to drive them from the mines, and probably would have at- 
tempted it but for these pistols, which had generally been prfMsmredb^iSoogle 
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Ho. 90. 

Commodore L. T> Johnston, United States Navy, reports : " I hftye 
Irequentlj used Coifs revolvers. I consider them the most valuable fire- 
arms now in use, and would be highly pleased to see them in general use 
in the navy." . 

' No. 91. • 

Captain Charles Alvarado Hunter, United States Navy, reports : " I 
have for some time past used Colt's repeating-arms ; and have made a 
fair and impartial tri/il of them, and I take sreat pleasure in stating, that 
I consider them the most efieotive weapon 1 have yet seen. I should be 
pleased, if possible, to see ever^ vessel in commission, provided with 
them, and indeed consider them mdispensable." 

No. 92. 

Lieutenant W. May, United States Navy, reports: "During .my resi- 
dence in California from April to November, 1849, Colt's repeating pistol 
was in great demand, and considered infinitely superior to any other kind 

of pistol ; readily bringing in the market the highest prices. 1 saw many 
of them sold for $150 — the larc:e size — and SI 00 for the small pistol. 

"When I left California, the country was completely glutted with 
e*verv other description of weapon, and fire-arms generalW consequently 
much cheaper than when I first entered the country, but Uolt's pistol was 
always in high repute and bringing a handsome profit. For .my own 
part, I have no hesitation in saying that I much prefer it for defence to 
any other pistol, and in a country like California, would never be with- 
out one." 

* 

'No. 93. 

Lieut. E. F. Beale, United States Navy, reports: "I have used Colt's 
repeating pistols constantly for the last four years, during which time I 
have been continually going or returning with dispatches between Cali- 
fornia and Washin|;ton. Nothing I can say here can express, as fully as 
I could wish, my high opinion of their superiority over any other arms I 
have ever used or known. 

" In my experience of them, I have found that the same care which it 
is necessary to bestow on an ordinary single-barreled pistol, will keep 
them in perfect order, and no one but those whose dependence for life has 
been their weapons, can appreciate the satisfaction which the possession 
of one of them occasions in situations of danger. 

They shoot with the precision and force of a rifie ; and although I 
would never go into an Indian country without a rifie, yet I would, in 
such a place, much rather part with my gun than my pistol. 

" Of the strength with which they throw a ball, one instance which I 
will give, will be sufficient to satisfy the most exacting. In a buffalo hunt, 
I fired at and struck a fat cow, in the fattest and most fleshy part of the 
rump. The ball ranged upward, and pa.^sing through the whole mass^ 
shattered and broke in two the back bone ! 

** For such sport as running buffalo, of elk, when they are fat and can 
be caught b} d horseman, they are, beyond' all question, the finest arms 

n the world. _ . ^ . . 
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our eqantrymeii.' They were equally tueful in keeping the Indians in 
check. In fact, they are so readily used and so pmrfeotly destructire, that 
all who can, procure them, and they are held in the most perfect dread 

hy all who have any occasion to fear that they may be used ao;ainst them. 
They were of the greatest service to the emigrant, and gave them a com- 
manding superiority overall who might have been inclined to molest them. 
One gentleman informed me that he attributed the safety of himself and 
twenty-five companions entirely to the possession of these pistols. They 
were surrounded by hostile Indians, who, when they discovered these pis- 
tols in the hands of the emigrants, permitted them to proceed without 
further molestation. I am sure the emigrants and the country are much 
indebted to you for your efforts to have them supplied with these nrms. 
A hook might be written in their pr;iise ; hut I trust 1 have said enough 
in this hasty scrawl to satisfy you of my opinion of their value. 

*• Most respectfully and truly, * . * 

•" Your obedient servant, 

« T. BUTLER KING, 
Collector of the Port of San Francisco, CaUfomia. 
To General James Wilson, 

Committee on Military Affaire, House of Retp'f. 

No. 98. . 

JSxiraet from a Report pubUthed «» the '^ffuntteUU Demoerat}* AJUbamn, 

" Detaching a company of Rangers to engase and destro^r this outposi; 
the genera] passed on, side by side with the dating Hays, into the heart 
of the town. From the house-tops, from the doors and windows on each 
side of the street, a storm of bullets were poured upon them. Returning 
the fire of the Mexicans onlv by an occasional shot, as ^ome eacjer assail- 
ant incautiously exposed his person, the Americans passed forward with 
unabated rapidity, for the main Plaza. Here they were encountered by 
a body of lancers under Jarauta in person ; but as well might a feeble 
barrier of sand be expected to stay the current of the mighty lllississippi. 
On went the Rangers, neither sword or lance in the right hand, but in 
lieu thereof the terrible " revolver," ready poised for its bloody work. A 
little nearer, and without a word of command, without a signal, save the 
example of their leader, they poured in their deadly fire, and witii a wild 
shout burst with irresistible fury upon the Mexican ranks. Down went 
liorse and rider — down went lance and guidon. Like a tempest, the men 
of the States swept over them, and the gay uniforms of the lancera— ^etr 
red bonnets and gaudy plumes, carpeted the stone pavements of the Plata. 
For the success of this charge, Col. Hays had relied on the bone and 
muscle of his horses, even more than the intrepidity of his men. 

*' The enemy once broken and scattered, the battle became a succes- 
:5ion of single combats, in which man after man went down before the fire 
of the *' revolvers," with appailing rapidity. Not a single lancer was un- 
harmed, — Jarauta himself wais twice wounded, and finally, after doing 
all that courage and conduct could effect^ made his escape almost by a 
miracle " ' 
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